 BIOGRAPHY RESEARCH PROJECT            

Choose 1 historical, scientific, mathematical, artistic, athletic, political, literary or other interesting figure on whom to write a short research paper.   Read 2 or 3 entries in an encyclopedia or other reference book about this individual.

PART 1:  DEFINE

a. Decide what you would most like to know about this person.

b. Is this person like someone else you know or have read about?  How?

c. What did you read that is most important to what you want to know more about this person?

d. Make a list of questions about the information that you would like to explore.

e. Write a statement, based on the questions in “D” to be the focus of your research paper.  This is YOUR THESIS.   (Like a scientific hypothesis.)

PART II:  JUDGE

f. Read a more in-depth work about your chosen individual, taking notes based on your questions from “D.”  Decide if the information you are recording is fact, opinion or reasoned judgment.   Compare it to the 2 – 3 entries you read.

g. Is everything you read consistent?  Does every source say the same thing about the person?  What differences do you find?

h. Do you find one or more of your sources that take(s) some of the information for granted?  Is this something that “everyone” knows to be “true”?  Why and how do they imply this?

i. What stereotypes do you find?  Do they serve a purpose?  What is it?

j. What propaganda do you find?  Does it serve a purpose?  What is it?

k. Does the author of each source you use have a certain point of view?  Does he/she have a particular point to make?  Does it make a difference in the information that is chosen to be communicated, or in how it is written?

PART III:  CONCLUDE

l. Do you have enough information to answer the question that you wrote in Part I “D”?

m. What kinds of conclusions about your person can you come to after answering your questions?

n. Decide which conclusion(s) make the most sense to you based on the answers you found.

o. What do you think would happen if you were able to meet this person and spend a day with him or her?  Where would you go and what would you discuss?  How would each of you be changed?

PART IV:  WRITE

p. Organize the answers to your questions in a logical sequence.  (Chronological, 

      degree of interest,  around your questions,etc.)   Write an opening paragraph that introduces your person and states your thesis (Part I “e.”)  Write the answers to your questions in the order you have chosen.   End your paper with the speculation you wrote in Part III “o.”   Document your sources.

NOTE:  In class, we will be exploring and debating whether biographies should be considered fiction or non-fiction.  Prepare arguments for both sides, based on your research.
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